
and ethical dimensions of standardisation in mental health. In particular,

by considering standards and standardisation as a form of technology,

I elaborate how processes of path dependency constrain innovation and

 Along with the kinds of standardisation that initiatives such as the English
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 how imaginaries of users and publics are implicated in the debates constitutive of this.

 Scottish HEAT targets propel and instate, the Diagnostic and 

I will sketch out some of the shifting understandings of personality disorders 
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associated with antisocial behaviour in the DSM from 1950 onwards,

drawing particularly on memos, letters and minutes produced by the

  DSM-III committee and held in the American Psychiatric Association archives.

 Finally, I will discuss some of the anticipatory discourse pertaining to the release

 of the new diagnostic standard: DSM-5. In presenting an in-depth

 socio-historical narrative of the development – and potential future – 

of standards for pathological antisociality, I will seek to illuminate some of the social
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debate, and overt contestation.  As such, it continues to provide a valuable case study 

one particular DSM category:  antisocial personality disorder (ASPD).

including to the professions comprising clinical mental health.

 ‘Improving Access to Psychological Therapies (IAPT)’ programme and the 

Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) is a key site of dialogue, 

for sociologists of health and illness. In this presentation, I take as my focus 

The rhetoric and practice of standardisation is of key relevance to biomedicine today, 




